
CECC NEWS 2022 
A monthly newsletter brought to you by Central Early Childhood Center 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Dear CECC Families—As we shared this past July, on June 30, Central 
United Methodist Church voted to close. On July 16, Church of the 
Resurrection voted to receive the Central property with plans to launch a 
new location, making 5144 Oak its sixth physical location in the Kansas 
City area.  
 

This change will be effective on October 1, 2022. On this date, the 
Central Early Childhood Center will officially become a Resurrection 
Early Learning Center. We are happy to share that all current Central 
ECC staff have accepted positions and will continue on as Resurrection 
ELC staff.  
 

We have been working closely with Resurrection to make this transition 
as seamless as possible for your family. Trina and I will continue as 
directors at this location, we will also now have the support of a lead 
director within the Resurrection organization. Her name is Lori Trupp 
and we wanted her to have a chance to introduce herself here. -Donna 

 

Hello! My name is Lori Trupp and I am 
the Lead Director of Learning Centers at 
Resurrection. In this role, I provide 
oversite and support for the learning 

centers at all current and future Resurrection locations. This includes 
both the part and full-day early learning centers, as well as the Adult 
Learning Program, Sonflower Bakery, and Matthew’s Ministry 
programs which support individuals of all abilities.  
 

I have been a part of Resurrection for over 30 years. I have 3 
“kids” (Aaron 25, Caroline 24, and Elizabeth 22) who grew up at 
Resurrection and attended preschool at the Leawood location when 
they were little. I also recently gained a son-in-law as Elizabeth 
married Drew this past July. My undergraduate and graduate work is in 
Education, Curriculum and Instruction, and Administration. I was a 
classroom teacher in the public schools for 11 years and then moved 
into a role at Resurrection after the birth of my third child. I have been 
on staff for the past 20 years.  
  

I am committed to continuing the respected early education tradition 
you have experienced at the Central ECC and am extremely excited 
and hopeful about the future. I am confident that God has big plans for 
kids and families at this newest Resurrection Early Learning Center 
and I am excited to get to be a part of it! 
 

I am available if you have any questions regarding this transition. My 
email address is lori.trupp@cor.org  Looking forward to connecting in 
person soon!  -Lori 

 

You will begin to see and experience signs of this transition soon. There 
are some planned updates to the building, classrooms, signage, and 
other physical changes. There will also be changes in how we collect 
tuition payments and communicate with you as the business side of the 
church transitions. We will keep you informed as these and other 
relevant changes are implemented. In the meantime, we are available 
along with Lori for any questions you many have. We are truly excited 
about the future possibilities as we transition to Resurrection!  

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Monday, October 10th! 
 

Don’t miss this IMPORTANT chance to  

collaborate with your child’s teacher! 
 

There will be NO SCHOOL on conference day. 

Conferences will be held via phone or in person, please let the 
teachers know which you prefer.   

Look for sign up sheets in your child’s classroom. 
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Birthdays are special at CECC.  
It is fun for the children to bring a snack (such as 

cookies) to share with the class.  Please try to keep 
treats and celebrations simple. Sorry, no home-

baked goodies. Guidelines require that food 
brought from home for sharing among  

children must be “commercially prepared in factory 
sealed containers.”  Decorated napkins are fun to 

have, but please don’t bring fancy favors, decorations, and NO BALLOONS as 
these may cause injury or become a classroom distraction.  Please discuss 

and coordinate with the teacher in advance if you plan to bring in something 
special for a birthday. Please do not plan to have your child’s birthday “party” 
at school. To assure no hurt feelings we will only distribute party invitations 

on your behalf if you are inviting all children enrolled in your child’s class.  

Save the date! 

UMKC Law School has  

invited the children and 

families of CECC to Trick-

or-Treat on Halloween  

at noon. This has been a 

long-standing tradition 

that unfortunately, has 

been on hold for the past 

two years due to the pandemic.  We are excited to once 

again resume our community partnership with such a fun 

activity!  

 

Watch for details,  you won’t want to miss this fun event! 
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Room 104— Michelle Garcia  

With a new school year, there will be new 

faces and connections with new people. I 

want to make this as easy as possible for the 

babies, so we will work on our Social and 

Emotional Development skills. I will try 

activities with them, such as, mirror play so 

that they can see each and watch the 

movements and facial expressions of the person next to them.  

I will use this opportunity to I talk to the babies, play peek-a-

boo with them and sing songs to them. I will prop them up on 

their tummy on an object like a pillow or rolled-up towel so they 

can keep their head up and look around, and to watch 

themselves in a mirror.  Sometimes I will also lay next to the 

babies, so they can see both faces in the mirror. I will make 

adjustments such as placing interesting items in front of the 

mirror or moving the mirror slightly to different positions and 

encourage the babies to turn their heads. 

Also, we will work on some of our Cognitive 

skills by laying them on their backs, calling a 

child’s name, singing, talking and 

encouraging them to lift their head to look at 

their surroundings. I will also have the babies 

on the floor on their tummy and hold bright, 

colorful, and sound-making objects in front of 

them so they will be motivated to lift their 

head to see them. 

Room 101—Kerra Wilborn, Erica Hazelton, & Jerri Taylor 

This month is all about the children getting 
to know each other, their teachers, and 
getting used to the new classroom  
environment.  The children are exploring 
all the new toys, books and classmates as 
they also learn to get comfortable with all 
the teachers in our room.  Teachers are 
learning the children’s routines and are 
helping children get used to the classroom 
procedures and interacting with each  
other. The older infants and toddlers are 
working on fine motor skills such as picking up food to self-
feed as well as using their gross motor skills to explore the 
room as they walk and crawl.  Younger infants are building  
relationships and learning ways to communicate their needs 
through cries, gestures and “words”.  All in all, the teachers 

are starting off the year getting to know 
the children to later set goals to help 
them meet their age-appropriate  
developmental.  In this short time, we 
have been on many walks and look  
forward to cooler days to continue to  
enjoy the playground and buggy rides.  
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Room 107—MJ Hurt & Sara Noreña   

Last month in 107 the 
children got to do a fun 
food sensory activity 
as well as lots of ball 
pit play time. 
 They had a blast 
playing with "dirt and 
worms" and trucks. 

This activity was a form of free play with crushed 
cookies, crackers, cut up gummy worms and toy 
trucks. The ball pit activity was also a major hit! For this 
activity half the room is rearranged to make a ball pit. 
Both activities helped the children further develop their 
social interactions in relation to each other and their 
teachers, as well as working on their fine and large 
motor skills.  
This month we plan on continuing various forms of food 
play such as colored rice/ tofu, veggies, and fruits. We 
will also read the book, “Green Eggs and Ham” by 
Dr.Seuss and then use green boiled eggs for some fun 
activities.  

Room 105—Katie Lane & Carla Warriner  

In 105 the children have been getting to 
know peers and teachers and vice versa. 
We have been so busy exploring with 
bubbles, crayons, the sandbox, Little Tikes 
Cozy coupe cars ride-on toys and tricycles, 
kitchen play, wooden blocks, musical 
instruments, Duplo's (like large Legos), 
water play, and so much more. Baby Doll 
Circle Time is a favorite of the children. We 
each snuggle a doll, play silly games, and 
learn social/emotional skills. We also have 
story time when we read library books and 

old favorites like Chicka Chicka Boom Boom and Pete the Cat's 
Wheels on the Bus.  
 
We have set up one of our classroom windows as the "Hello, 
Good-bye Window." We will often stand by the window to wave to 
our grown-ups off to work and greet our peers with friendly smiles 
and waves. If you see us, please wave.  
 
In September we will do more with bubbles. Ms. Katie found us a 
new bubble machine, and we get so excited for the bubbles and 
bubble machines. We will experiment with different bubble 
blowing tools and different bubble recipes. We will also set up a 
visual/photo schedule so the children can see the progression of 
their day. This helps children recognize the pattern of the day and 
can relieve anxiety about what happens next.  
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Room 203—Angela Bowers & Jerri Taylor  

We are in the groove of getting to know our friends, 
new routines, and classroom rules. It has already 
been a fun adventure of playing in the dirt, building 
cool sculptures, pretending to be animals, and so 
much more. When the children were asked at journal 
time to draw a picture of their favorite parts of the 
classroom, many children drew trains, animals, and 
magna tiles! We have also already been busy creating  
art. 
In this new 
school year we 
are looking 
forward to 
taking our first 
field trip soon. 
We are asking 
the children to 
help us decide. 
We will also be 
looking forward 
to cooler 
weather so we 
can play longer 
outside! 

Dear ECC Families, 
This month marks a transition for Central UMC, as 
we close at the end of the month in order to be re-
born as a campus of the Church of the Resurrection. 
I'm grateful for the 178 years we've been in ministry, 

and I'm excited for 
the future of United 
Methodist ministry in 
this place! 
 
Our ECC has been 
an important ministry 
of Central for many 

years. It was begun by Central members and has 
been supported by our congregation ever since. 
Along with the other changes ahead, I'm excited for 
the future of our ECC. 
 
It has been an honor to serve your children as  
Central UMC, and it will be an honor to continue to 
serve them in days to come. 
  Blessings, 
    
  Pastor Sally Haynes 



Will your child be absent from school?   

Please be sure to always inform your child’s teacher  
and/or the early childhood office! 

 

You can call, leave a voicemail message, or  

email us 24/7! 
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September Birthdays 

Sara Noreña*        9/12   Room 107 

Henry Aversman      9/28   Room 203 

*CECC Staff 

 

Central Early Childhood Center 

5144 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO 64112 

816-753-1844 

central_ecc@yahoo.com 

Fax: 816-756-1553   

www.centralearlychildhood.org 


