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Parent/Teacher PHONE Conferences—
Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022
Parent/Teacher Conferences are an important time to
discuss your child’s developmental progress and any
questions or concerns you may have.
Teachers will be holding conferences over the
phone. There will be NO SCHOOL on this day.

CECC will be closed
on Monday, Feb. 21st
in observance of
President’s Day.

Classes will resume on Tues., February 22nd.

Helping Kids Wear Masks
The CDC recommends that children
two years old and older wear a mask or
face covering. You should NEVER put
a mask on children younger than two,
as this can put them at risk of suffocation. It can be difficult to adjust to safety
precautions such as mask wearing. Children are adaptable, though, and
with a few easy steps, you can help them feel comfortable wearing a mask.
Check out the following tips to learn more.
Talk to Them Kids need to understand the “why” behind mask wearing.
Explain in age-appropriate ways why it’s important to wear a mask to keep
others safe. Keep it simple for young children, and show older kids the
evidence from trusted sources.
Model the Behavior Be sure you are demonstrating proper mask wearing in
front of kids. They will emulate what you’re doing, so be diligent about
modeling good mask wearing (washing hands before putting on a mask, not
fidgeting with it, making sure it covers the mouth and nose, etc.).
Make it Fun Incorporate play into mask wearing to make it more kidfriendly. For example, you can sew a matching mask for their stuffed animal
or doll, or have them play doctor to get used to wearing a mask. Pay
attention during these playtimes to understand how they feel about mask
wearing.
Check the Fit Masks that fit right are more comfortable and effective, and
this is the case with kids, too. When possible, look for masks made for kids.
If you can’t find one specifically for kids, make sure you can adjust the fit so
that it comfortably and snugly covers the mouth, nose, and chin.
Info from the Jackson CO. Health Department website
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Enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year & Summer 2022
begins March 1st for our currently enrolled families and Central
church members. On April 1, enrollment is opened to the public. We
are happy to answer any questions you might have about any of our
classes.
Brochures and enrollment forms will be available soon. *Classes are
filled on a first come, first served basis, so enroll early! We will begin
accepting completed forms on March 1!
All children need to be re-enrolled to attend CECC, so forms and
payment must be turned in for each individual child, there is no
“automatic re-enrollment”. Be sure to get your completed forms in
early. *Directors make the final decision for room assignments.
Consideration is given to input from teachers, child age, required ratios/
group size, developmental abilities, and total enrollment.

Please remember to bring your supplies!
Families are required to bring 6 rolls of
paper towels and 4-5 containers of baby
wipes for each enrolled child to help us
begin the second semester of the school
year!

Thanks for bringing in your supplies now!!
Also, if your child is 2 years or older, please remember
to send in a clean disposable or laundered mask (or
two) each day.

We LOVE our CECC
Children & Families!

CLASSROOM NEWS
Room 104 (infants) Michelle Garcia
We are on the move in room
104! The babies are starting
to pull up on things, crawling
and rolling all over the room!
Things that move and make
noise make a great obstacle
course by adding blocks,
tunnels, etc., which will allow children to learn new
ways of moving their bodies. They can go over,
under around, and through things to help them
understand how to use their large and small
muscles. As they move through the obstacle
course, they are developing coordination and
balance skills as well. We will play a few hide-and
-seek games, to help children develop problem
solving skills. I will place objects in a bucket and
have the baby try to
find it. This can also
help develop critical
thinking skills as they
search for different
objects.

Room 101 (Infant/toddlers) Kerra Wilborn &
Sally Dux
Six months into the
school year finds
Room 101 active
with toddler
explorers. With ever
changing physical
abilities, the children
are discovering new
ways to push past
previous limitations
to satisfy their endless curiosity. Safety is a priority in our
daily routine as little hands reach for everything and
furniture provides mountains to climb. We offer verbal and
physical guidance when a child attempts climbing in an
unsafe way; we show them how to position their bodies
when playing on cube chairs or on the school bus slide
currently in our room. It is not possible to prevent every
mishap, but every day brings improved balance,
coordination, and physical awareness. Each child is trying
to master the use of their body to pull up, stand, and gain
independence to walk on their own. It is a journey of many
steps with stumbles and triumphs along the way. We will
celebrate many milestones in the near future.
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Room 107 (Toddlers) Katie Lane & Carla Warriner
In 107, we have been working on handwashing and rubbing our hands together
with the soap to make bubbles. We sing
various songs to encourage children to
wash their hands for 20 seconds. One song
that incorporates the handwashing steps is
"Tops and bottoms, tops and bottoms, in
between, in between. Rub them both together. Rub them both together. Now
they're clean. Squeaky clean." (tune: Frere
Jacques).
We have also added Baby Doll Circle Time to
our classroom routine. At Baby Doll Circle
Time teachers sing songs to create an inviting
time for children to engage in an activity
together. First, we get out enough baby dolls
for everyone. Then we sing, "Get Your Babies," and everyone chooses a doll. Next we
do some activities (most with song) such as
peek-a-boo, dancing with my baby, baby up
high and down low,
rocking my baby, and naming body parts. After
just a couple days, every child was choosing to
join in and participate. Baby Doll Circle Time can
help children learn to focus their attention,
regulate emotions, improve memory, connect
with their teachers/classmates, be gentle, take
turns, and learn empathy. At the end of our Baby
Doll Circle Time, we sing, "Goodbye, Babies,"
and we put those babies away. They are our
special Baby Doll Circle Time babies. We have
other dolls available for playtime all the time.

Room 105 (Toddlers/Twos) MJ Hurt & Sara Noreña
Recently the teachers in 105
have set up a new room
arrangement. The children have
been excited by all the new toys,
especially all the new musical
instruments and beads in the
dress up area. And Ms. MJ has
created and introduced a new
activity called the Color Drop
Matching Game. Children are
given colored lids that they use
to drop into a bucket with the
matching color. Teachers also
emphasize color words and help
children identify different colors
and items by colors. Ms. Sara
will also be introducing a song,
“Los Colores” to help children
learn the Spanish word for the
different colors.
Ms. MJ & Ms. Sara are working
together to help create more fun
activities for the children to
develop their cognitive skills
while they learn about colors and
numbers and children’s social
emotional skills develop as they learn about teamwork.
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Enrollment and program hours.
It has remained our intention to return to
our full-time hours as soon as we are
staffed adequately to maintain required
ratios. Hopefully this can happen during
this school year. As enrollment begins
next month for current families and in April for new families
you all probably have questions about what our hours will be
going forward to the 2022 summer and school year program.
Our plan will be to only open as many classrooms as can be
fully staffed for our full-time hours. Additional classrooms will
then only be opened and filled when we have staff in place.
That said, it will be even more important to submit enrollment
early. We will ask for patience in receiving confirmation as
that could take some time as we try to place children so that
we can serve as many as possible. We thank you all for your
support and patience during this unprecedented staffing
shortage and all the challenges that brings.

Room 203 (Older Twos/Young Threes) Jerri
Taylor & Monica Barajas
January has brought a fresh start to
a new year! And as we settle back
into our school routines, we are
working hard to keep our masks on.
Although this can be difficult at
times, we are proud to say we are
almost there. We wear our masks
with no questions asked at circle time, in the tree house,
after lunch and after naptime. Pretty soon we will be on
a full day (fingers crossed).
We have also created new centers for the children to
explore. The building area seems to be our new favorite.
The children gather here often. We have been working on
sharing space with our friends
when we all want to build in the
same area. We know how tempting
it is to knock a friend's tower down,
so we
work on
how we
can be
“helpful, and not hurtful” while we
play together. When working on
building together the children must
use their words more often “can I play with you" "may I
have a turn" etc. We are building in
more ways than one!!!!
There are new sensory items in
our classroom for friends to
explore. They call it "Dino Land''!
And our new favorite book!
That's right, you guessed it!
it's The Gruffalo by Julia
Donaldson. We have read this book at least 5 times a day.

CLASSROOM NEWS
Room 201 (Preschool, 3s, 4s, & 5s) Adriane LaCaze
February is a month of love and
friendship! The children in room 201
are already brainstorming ways to
celebrate during our Valentine Party!
In addition to that one special day, we
will spend time talking about being a
good friend by using puppets to role
play and reading books about
friendship. We will also show our
love for our families by making
valentines and coming up with other
ways to show our love.
It looks like we will finally have some
snow this winter! When we have
snow, we bundle up and explore the
playground in a different way from normal. A lot of science happens in
these brief moments of snow cover!

Room 207 (Preschool)
Angela Bowers
This January we have been
focusing on fine motor skills in
many ways. The first activity
that we had out included
stencils and rubbing plates of
different animals. We started
at circle time talking about
the tools and how to use
them. We then invited children
to the table to practice their
very own stencils and rubbings. Another way we have explored
our fine motor skills is learning about each other's names. A lot
of the class has shown interest in writing letters to their friends.
At circle time we wrote every child's name on the white board.
We talked about the letters that we saw and how some names
had the same letters, even though it was a different name than
their own. We then had the children practice writing their own or
a friend's name. 207 has explored their senses while building
up their fine motor skills as
well. We placed ice blocks to
build and paint. Many of the
children found them to be too
cold, but still wanted to play
with them. In order to do this,
they brought over the pestle
and mortar to crush the ice
instead.
We are looking forward to
planning a friendship party in
the month of February.
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Dear ECC Families,
It's February, the
Month of Love. The
timing of Valentine's
Day makes a whole
lot of sense to me.
Eating chocolates
and snuggling with
someone you love
sounds like a great
way to get through
the last full month of
winter.
I hope that you'll find special moments this month to talk
about love with your child. Perhaps you and your child can
make a special valentine for an older neighbor, or for your
mailman/mailwoman, or for a healthcare worker. This month
is a great month to help your child know that love is
something that you can give away abundantly.
I hope also that you'll find some time for romance for
yourself. Parenting can distract you from your own
relationship, and it's a great month to focus on the person
that God has given you to love. A date night that
strengthens your love for your partner is a wonderful gift to
your entire family.
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and
everyone that loves is born of God and knows God."
1 John 4:7.

Blessings,

Sally

Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes, Pastor, Central UMC
Sally@ConnectatCentral.com

Worship with Central!
We worship every Sunday at 10:30am in person
or via Facebook Live at
facebook.com/connectatcentral
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2022 Calendar
Feb 3
21

P/T conferences – no regular classes
Presidents’ Day- CECC closed

Mar 1
18

Enrollment starts for Current Families & Church members
Staff Inservice – CECC closed

Apr 1
Enrollment starts for Community
15,18 Good Friday & Easter Monday-CECC & Church closed
May 2-6
6
27
30

Teacher Appreciation Week
Staff Inservice – CECC closed
Last Day, close at 2:00pm (no PM extended day)
Memorial Day-CECC closed

Just a reminder:
ALL children need to
re-enroll for Summer 2022
or the 2022-2023 School Year
in order to attend.
Watch for the new enrollment info
to come out soon.
Enrollment for current families
will begin March 1, 2022.
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February Birthdays
Liam Mitchell

2/1 Room 201

Charlie Stueve 2/26 Room 203

Central Early Childhood Center
5144 Oak Street, KCMO 64112
816-753-1844
central_ecc@yahoo.com
www.centralearlychildhood.com
Fax: 816-756-1553

