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CECC 2022 NEWS 

May 

Central Early Childhood Center Newsletter 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

 

 

 

 

 

CECC will be closed on Friday, May 6th  

for Staff Inservice.   

Classes will resume on Monday, May 9th. 

May 2-6, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take time  
to let your teacher(s) know  

how important they are  
to your child and your family! 

 
Small gestures such as cards or notes  

are very much appreciated! 
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May 

CECC NEWS 

Thank you everyone! 
 

During the Week of the Young Child we had a 
great time with fun dress up days, searching for 
Waldo and friends and having beautiful children’s 
artwork on display and for sale.  Thanks to  
everyone for helping to make this a fun week and 
for all those who bid on the artwork.  We raised 
$775.00 for our art supply fund. Even if your  
auction bid did not win, you are winners to CECC!! 

Dear Families,  
Thank you for sharing your child with us 
during this most important time of their 
development. This has been a  
challenging year for us all. It is  
unbelievable that we have weathered a 

second school year during a pandemic and come out the 
other side. Between the multiple closures due to Covid 
exposures; making difficult protocol decisions to keep 
everyone safe; and a staffing crisis, this might possibly 
have been the most challenging school year of my  
career. Fortunately, I am blessed to be working with 
amazing, kind, hardworking, and dedicated people during 
this difficult time.  
I want to thank all the families for your patience and your 
words of support and encouragement when we had to 
make difficult decisions that affected your lives. Your 
kindness did not go unnoticed.  We pray that things will 
improve soon, and life will return to some sort of normalcy 
in the coming months. We are looking forward to a fun 
summer.  
For those of you who are moving on to the elementary 
level or to other experiences we know there are good 
things in store. We hope you keep in touch and share  
future successes as your children continue their  
educational journey. On behalf of the entirely amazing 
Central Early Childhood team…… 
                     …we wish you well. 
                     Donna Brown, Director 
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

May 

Room 104 (Young Infants)  —Ms. Michelle Garcia 
There has been lots of growing 
and lots of changes in our  
classroom these past few months.  
I have now started doing a short 
circle time, reading books, and 
singing a few songs.  The children 
don't sit for long, and that's okay, 
as their attention span is not that 
long. Books have been a big hit in 
our room.  The children are  

starting to pick up books on their own and turn pages to see what's 
next. We are also working on sharing with our friends.  And as we 
are having more “group” time together, this gives us the opportunity 
to learn about sharing and taking turns.  It is helpful to have more 
than one of the same item, so that there is less competition and less 
wait time too. All of these activities help  
children work to develop their social skills 
and working their fingers to turn pages 
strengthen their fine motor muscles too! 
With the nicer and warmer weather, we  
enjoy going out to the playground and  
exploring. Some children have found the 
tree stumps and like to pull up on them and 
feel the bark. While others like to watch 
their friends run and play. Gross motor and 
cognitive skills come in to play as children 
explore the world around them. 

Room 101 (Older Infants)  

 Ms. Kerra Wilborn &  

Ms. Sally Dux 
The month of May is upon us and 

the children in 101 are busy, busy, 

busy!  Our class no longer comforts 

the sedentary and sleepy infants of 

9 months ago, but active and mobile toddlers who are eager to 

explore every part of their environment. With warmer  

weather and improved mobility, our time on the playground 

has been a fun change of pace. The children are more aware 

of weather, nature, and the beauty of spring. A pair of doves 

have been coming to our window, delighting the children with 

their presence, and bringing interest in the birds we see on our 

walks as well. Our growing toddlers have enjoyed blowing  

bubbles in the wind, crawling through tunnels on the  

playground, and of course, exploring woodchips!  Several have 

shown interest when we read a favorite library book 

about “creepy, crawling insects”. May is our final month  

together, with the summer program bringing new adventures. 

Our school year has seen each 

child become an independent  

explorer, discovering new ways 

to move, communicate, and learn 

about the world beyond our  

classroom. 
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

May 

Room 107 (Toddlers) - Ms. Katie 
Lane & Ms. Carla Warriner 
In May, 107 will be working mostly on sensory 

activities. Sensory activities allow children to play and 

explore with all or most of their 5 senses: smell, 

touch/feel, hear, see, & taste. In 107, we know there 

is a high probability of children tasting what we are 

using in our learning activities, so we make sure the 

substances are safe to taste, even if they are not 

meant to be tasted. And we gently discourage the tasting of substances that are not 

food. Sensory activities help children with self regulation. Self regulation is children 

being able to comfort themselves, calm themselves, monitoring and managing their 

energy states, their emotions, their thoughts, and their behaviors. It helps them learn 

how to deal with stressors. Sensory play ultimately helps children learn how to have 

loving relationships, and it supports learning.  
Some sensory activities that we have already tried this year in 107 include water 
play, mud play, sand, tempera paint, soil, slime, shakers, musical instruments, 
contact paper with tissue paper, slime, and homemade playdough. We often add 
Kool-Aid or Jell-O to the playdough so that it also has a scent. Some other ideas for 
sensory play are corn meal, flour, oatmeal, ice, flowers, cool whip, pudding, Jell-O, 
yogurt, non-toxic flowers, homemade moon sand, and empty plastic spice 
containers. The possibilities are endless. Sensory bottles can be made at home with 
water, oil and/or soap, paint or food coloring, and small objects of interest. The lid to 
the bottle can be secured with super glue or strong tape. 
Here's Ms. Katie's famous recipe for homemade playdough: 

2 cups of flour 
2 Tablespoons of vegetable oil 
1/2 cup of salt 
2 Tablespoons of Cream of Tartar 
Food coloring or Kool-Aid packet 
1 1/2 cups of boiling water (The water must be boiling to get the correct 
texture. Use caution.) 

***Mix the first 5 ingredients together. (Everything except the boiling water.) Then 
add boiling water and mix quickly and mix well. Usually the playdough requires a little 
more flour when it's too wet/sticky or a little more oil if it's too dry. Mix until dough 
reaches the desired texture. 

Room 105 (Twos)  – Ms. MJ Hurt & Ms. Sara Noreña  
We had so much fun 
last month with our 
Easter activities.  The 
children enjoyed  
hunting for eggs in the 
classroom and the 
other activities such 
as painting with dot 

markers and watching the caterpillars 
grow and transform into butterflies.  We 
even had a nice sunny day to release 
them on the playground as well.   
This month, the students will be learning 
about dental health, as we add  

toothbrushes to our Baby Doll Circle Time activities.  We will 
encourage children to brush the baby’s teeth to the rhythm of 
Raffi’s “Brush Your Teeth” song.  This activity will focus on 
health, fine motor skills and self-help skills and we hope these 
skills will transfer to home as children work on brushing their 
own teeth.   
The children have also noticed lots of “helicopter” seeds on the 
playground, so teachers will incorporate these into some nature 
sensory play and observation activities.  And finally, to  
encourage healthy eating habits, we will be making smoothies 
for some of our snacks.  Students will be offered a variety of 
fruits and vegetables that they can choose to make their own 
smoothies (with teacher assistance).  We hope by having the 
children participate in creating their own snack, they will  
discover eating healthy foods can be fun and delicious! 
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NEWS OF THE CLASSES 

May 

Room 203 (Older 2’s & 3’s) –Ms. Jerri Taylor &  
Ms. Monica Barajas 

203 friends were interested in nature 
and the world around us during the 
month of April. We celebrated Earth Day 
in 203 by planting flowers to provide 
oxygen and cleaning litter from our 
school playground.  
We talked about more ways we can help 
the planet stay safe. One friend 
suggested that "earth just goes into a 
safe spot and comes out when they're 
ready”. We currently have 5 caterpillars 
in 203. We've talked about the 
caterpillars turning into  butterflies and 
the process they go through.  We 
learned some really big words while 

taking care of our baby caterpillars like "larva" and "metamorphosis". We 
can't wait to see the butterflies! We also listened to the story of Easter with 
Pastor Sally and in the story there was a big 
rock. One friend thought we should hide 
Easter rocks instead of Easter eggs. In May 
we want to continue with nature themed 
adventures. Everyone loves nature walks so 
we will do that more. We will discuss 
different things to hunt for at circle time and 
then begin our hunt. 
Friends in 203 are growing more and more 
everyday; pushing new boundaries trying 
new toys and foods. We can line up when 
the teacher says and catch a bubble in the 
hall way when babies are sleeping. 
We are super proud of ourselves.  

Room 201 (3’s, 4’s & 5’s) –Ms. Adriane LaCaze 
 
As we wrap up the school 
year in May, we take a 
look back at the events of 
the year by looking at  
pictures and recalling all 
of the ways that the  
children have grown.  We 
will measure them, make 
new self-portraits and 
compare beginning and 
end of year photographs.   
The annual preschool cake smash will be held on the 13th to 

celebrate being  
children with messy 
fun!  We will continue 
to address the needs 
and interests of the 
children throughout 
the remainder of the 
school year, by  
watching our window 
garden grow and  
making amazing block 
structures!   
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Dear ECC Parents, 
 

May is an exciting month to focus on God's good gift of  
families! Mother's Day is early this year, on May 8, and it's a 
great day to celebrate Mom. In our United Methodist faith  
tradition, we also observe a "Celebration of the Christian 
Home" on this day, to make sure we include all families, even 
those without a Mom present. 
 
What can you do this month to make sure that your child 
knows that their home is always a place where they will be 
loved and accepted? I've seen so many young people over 
the years who came to believe that home was the last place 
that they could find love and acceptance. Does your child 
know that home will always be there for them? 
 
So, my hope for you this month is that you find a way to let 
your child know that you love them forever and for always, no 
matter what. And that you keep telling your child that daily, 
weekly, and monthly, so that they will never doubt your love. 
 
 

 Sally 
Rev. Dr. Sally Haynes, Pastor Central UMC 
Sally@connectatcentral.com 

Room 207 (3’s-5’s) - Ms. Angela Bowers  
April has been a busy month in 207! We have 
been exploring spaces in new ways. Over the 
past month the children have been interest-
ed in the tires on the playground. We have 
used the tires in many new ways. One of the 
first discoveries we made was we could 
stack the tires up like blocks. We noticed 
when doing so that there would be room for a 
child to be inside. Children took turns climbing 
inside and hiding while Ms. Pam said a magic 
spell to bring them back. We have also been 
using the tires to roll back and forth to each 

other. This has the 
children using those 
strong arm mus-
cles to not only push 
the tire but stop it 
when it gets rolled to 
them.  
207 has been exploring using a new micro-
scope in the classroom. We first had a cir-
cle time about what a microscope is and how 
to use it. At play time each child received a 
chance to explore how to use the new tool. 
Some of their favorite things to look close up 
at are mosquitoes, butterflies, and blood! An-
other small item we have begun to look at is 
beans. We planted some beans in the dirt to 
see what will happen. We look forward to 
planting more seeds in the month of May. 

May 
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May 2022 Calendar 

   5144 Oak Street 

   Kansas City, MO 64112 

   Phone: 816-753-1844 

   Email: central_ecc@yahoo.com 

  

 Meara Bohnert     4/3      Room 104 

 Henry Loudon      4/8      Room 105 

 Emily Conaghan    4/16     Room 203 

 Charlie Weaver     4/20     Room 203 

 Henry Iseman      4/22     Room 101 

 Melina Cutucache   4/30     Room 105 

  

Check us out on our website! 

www.centralearlychildhood.com 

May Birthdays! 

May 2022 

  2-6    Teacher Appreciation Week 

  6      Staff Inservice – CECC closed 

  27     Field Day, Last Day of School Year 2021-22 

        Close at 2:00pm (no PM extended day) 

May 


