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We’re so glad you are here!! Thank you for sharing 

your child will us! 

Stay up to date! You will want to be sure to read through these monthly 

newsletters to stay current on program events, classroom happenings, 

ways to get involved, birthdays and any calendar updates. We also send 

communication via email, so please be sure to check yours regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

• Meet the 2021 Staff 

• August Birthdays 

•Important reminders 

• Paperwork turned in? 

The Family Handbook can be 

found on our website (paper 

copies available upon re-

quest). Parents agree to 

abide by all *policies and 

procedures at enrollment. 

Please read and understand! 

Pay special attention to: 

Highlighted information. 

Procedures for sick children. 

Drop off and pick up times. 

lunch and snack guidelines.  

*Any COVID-19 health and 

safety protocols supersede all 

other policies and procedures. 

CECC will be closed on 

Friday, September 3rd for 

Staff Inservice day AND 

Monday, September 6th in 

observance of Labor Day.  

Will your child be absent from school?   

Please be sure to always let your child’s teacher  
or a director know! 

 

You can call, leave a voicemail message, or  

email us 24/7! 

Central Early Childhood Center 

5144 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO 64112 

816-753-1844 

central_ecc@yahoo.com 

Fax: 816-756-1553 

www.centralearlychildhood.org 
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Label, label, label 

everything that comes in 

with your child with his/her 

first and last name. (We 

recommend using 

namebubbles.com for 

labels, see handout for 

order information.) Please 

remove any toxic 

materials (ie. Medication, 

hand sanitizer) or choking 

hazards from bags or 

other items that remain at 

school.  No personal 

items or toys from home 

are allowed at this time 

(except for sleeping 

items.) 

Tuition is due on 

the 1
st

 of the 

month but is not 

late until after 

the 10
th

.  

 

Do we have all required 

forms turned in for your 

child? 
 

Health Form (signed by a physician)* 

Updated Immunizations 

Individual Experience Form 

Family Heritage and Preference Form* 

Signed Notice of Parental Responsibility (NPR) 

TFC Online Consent Form (see email for link) 

Infant Feeding and Care Form (for children less than 12 

months) 

Missing a form? Please contact a Director. 

 

*For newly enrolled children only. 

Update us in writing 

(email is ok in most cas-

es) with any changes to 

your contact infor-

mation, absences, ill-

nesses, requests to 

change schedule/

enrollment status, im-

munization updates. 
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Sally Dux (Room 101) has 

been part of 

Central’s Early 

Childhood 

program since 

1989, joining the 

staff when her 

son, Sam, was a 

toddler. She continued on as 

classroom teacher long past 

the years when her daughter, 

Megan, was enrolled. Sally 

enjoys her time in the 

classroom and values the 

lasting connections she’s made 

with the children, parents, and 

coworkers. Originally from 

Wisconsin, Sally holds a B.S. 

degree from the University of 

Wisconsin, Madison and 

spends summers visiting both 

Wisconsin and New 

Hampshire. She has a passion 

for Art History, Music, 

Children’s Literature, and the 

Tallgrass Prairie, and is thrilled 

when she can gather a group 

together for an evening of 

cards and board games. 

Balderdash anyone? 

Kerra Wilborn (Room 101) 

joined the CECC 

staff in Septem-

ber of 2019 and 

has over 14 

years experi-

ence working 

with young  chil-

dren.  She is looking forward to 

another year at CECC.  Kerra 

enjoys working with infants and 

toddlers and is looking forward 

to working with Ms. Sally. Kerra 

is also the mother of 4 wonder-

ful kids, Alanah (14), Samiah 

(14), Dominique (11) and 

Kameron (8).  She is also fos-

tering some additional children 

in her home.  In what little spare 

time she has, she loves to de-

sign clothes, bake and go to 

movies with her kids. 

Michelle Garcia (Room 104) 

Michelle was 
born and raised 
in Kansas City, 
MO where she 
attended KCMO 
schools. She has 
3 children; 
Makayla (22), 

Reggie (17) and Jai’Chelle (11) 
who is a CECC alum! Michelle 
confesses that her children are 
“her world”. She has worked in 
the child care field since 2000 
and came to CECC in the 
summer of 2013. Michelle 
enjoys working with infants best 
and has become one of 
Central’s specialists when it 
comes to our youngest students. 
She once took a break from 
working in early childhood to 
attend a Pharmacy Technical 
school, but she realized her 
passion is working with children. 
She is looking forward to 
another awesome year at 
CECC. 

Kay Verts (Support) is start-
ing her third 
year at Central 
Early Child-
hood Center.  
She will be pri-
marily working 
in the first floor 

classrooms to provide plan-
ning time or assisting with 
PM extended day in room 
101.  She has a degree in 
Special Education and has 

worked many years in early 
childhood in a variety of pro-
grams.  She enjoys reading, 
watching movies and cook-
ing when she is away from 
CECC. 
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Shelby Walz (Room 107) 
has 
worked in 
early 
childhood 
for five 
years. She 
celebrated 

two years at CECC this past 
July. Shelby is looking 
forward to some fun and new 
challenges working in room 
107 with younger toddlers 
this school year. She and 
Ms. Katie have been working 
hard to get their classroom 
ready as this is a new group 
and teaching partnership for 
them. Shelby lives in 
Independence with her six-
year-old son, Mason. When 
she's not teaching, she 
enjoys spending time 
outside, playing with her son, 
and writing.  

Joyce McKelvy (Room 105) 

is thrilled to 
say that this 
will be her 
fourth year of 
teaching at 
CECC. When 
she is not 
teaching, Ms. 
Joyce enjoys 

date nights with her hus-
band, game nights with her 
five adult children, and elev-
en grandchildren. And holi-
days birthday celebrations 
are always exciting at her 
house. 
She is looking forward to 
seeing what the year brings 
and making it fun with as 
much learning as possible for 
the children in 105. 

Katie Lane (Room 107) has 

been on staff 
with CECC for 
15 years. She is 
a mother of two 
former CECC 
students; 
Tommy is 23, 
works hard and 

plays harder. Nick is 19 and is 
figuring out his passion in life. 
Katie is a second-generation 
teacher here at Central as well 
as former student herself. Years 
ago, when it was time for her 
boys to start in 
an early education 
program, Central was the only 
option she entertained. It felt like 
home and that is the reason she 
decided to join the staff in 
welcoming 'home' students and 
parents that feel the same. Katie 
fills whatever down time she has 
with reading, gardening and 
needlepoint. Spending time with 
her family is top priority.  

Morgan Wright (Room 105) 

has been at 

CECC for 3 years, 
but has been 
around children all 
their life, with both 
their grandma and 
mother running 
smaller, family 
centered pro-

grams. Morgan is so excited to see 
what this new school year will 
bring! In their free time, Morgan 
shares lots of time & snuggles with 
their six very sweet cats at home, 
Miley (8), Lemon (2), Fred and 
George (1) and Bill and Charlie (4 
months). They have a love for mu-
sic and art and like to paint, draw, 
do photography, and have even 
written a few short stories. Morgan 
and their spouse are also involved 
in a group that plays Dungeons 

and Dragons together and go on 
amazing adventures as wild char-
acters. It’s safe to say that Morgan 
loves excitement and there is noth-
ing more exciting than being a su-
per teacher for a bunch of super 
kids! 
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Carla Warriner (Room 203) 
is teaching 
at CECC 
for her 13th 
year. She 
worked as 
an assistant 
in the 
preschool 

classrooms this summer. 
She is thrilled to be back in 
203 this fall with Ms. Jerri. 
Carla has been married to 
her high school sweetheart, 
Matt for 25 years. They have 
2 cats-Cuddles & Rockie, 2 
Corgis-Missy & Duke, and 2 
children-Mason & Alta. 
Mason is a senior in high 
school, and Alta is a 
freshman in high school. 
They both attended CECC 
when they were younger. In 
her time outside of work 
Carla enjoys reading, 
listening to audio books, 
taking the dogs for walks, 
and tent camping. 

Adriane LaCaze (Room 201) 
Central has 
been Adri-
ane’s home 
away from 
home over 
the last 19 
years. Her 
Central fami-
ly has been a 

mainstay over the course of 
different life adventures. The 
CECC family has celebrated 

Adriane’s completion of her 
BA in Early Childhood Edu-
cation, the marriage to her 
husband, Terry in 2008, and 
the 2010 birth of her second 
daughter, Maeryn! Both 
daughters, Maeryn (in fifth 
grade) and Brenna (A high 
school graduate) are CECC 
alumni. In her spare time, 
she enjoys fiber arts, listen-
ing to audiobooks and relax-
ing in her hammock. 

Jerri Taylor (Room 203) is a 
40 year 
old 
toddler 
room 
teacher 
who’s 
been at 
CECC 4 

years. Jerri has been in 
childcare for 14 years. She 
has 3 children Makel, Arie, 
Calvin Jr. and a 1 year old 
pitbull named Blue with her 
life long partner Calvin Sr. 
She loves working with all 
ages; preschool being her 
favorite. In her down time 
Jerri likes to read and watch 
sci-fi movies with her boys 
she also has a huge crush on 
Optimus Prime! Jerri loves 
the color red and enjoys long 
walks on the beach (haha). 
She loves to make people 
laugh; she calls it her super 
power! 

Angela Bowers’ (Room 207) 
is starting 
her ninth 
year at 
CECC as a 
teacher! 
Angela also 
completed 
her student 
teaching 

experience at Central as part 
of her bachelor’s degree in 
Early Childhood Ed at 

UMKC. She is very excited to 
be teaching the preschoolers 
again this year. In her free 
time, she likes to watch mov-
ies and the KC Chiefs, or 
read a good book. She also 
spends a lot of time walking 
her dog Bella.  
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Pam Cutelli (207 PM Support) 
is looking forward 
to extending your 
child's play 
through activities, 
through the books 
we read, the 
nature we 
observe, as well 

as the questions asked.  As a 
classroom "team", we will assist 
friends to prepare and get up 
from rest time, setting the table 
for snacks and getting ready to 
move outdoors or to the 
Treehouse safely.  Play with 
purpose is what we'll be into in 
Room 207. 
At home, Pam enjoys puzzles on 
the tablet, books to read, home 
improvement projects and 
gardening while the fountain 
bubbles in the background.   
Pam' has 3 adult sons: Paul 
works IT at a local church, trains 
his dog, Cecil and coaches his 
daughter Aria in chess, Greg is a 
Marine staff sergeant stationed 
at Camp Pendleton, California; 
and Adam is at home, working 
locally and still learning blade 
smithing. 

Leslie Hernandez (Support) 
was born in NYC 
but is originally 
from Dominican 
Republic. Cur-
rently complet-
ing a Psycholo-
gy Degree at the 
University of 

Missouri Kansas City. After 
working in Childcare with chil-
dren as young as 3 months old 
and up to 6 years of age, Leslie 
believes some of the most im-
portant aspects in a child's life 
are their emotional well-
being and fostering communica-
tion skills! Children need to 
know that they have a voice 
and that they are SAFE with us, 
to learn and grow, and find 
safety as an Individual. In order 
for kids to expand their 
knowledge and identities, they 
need our support and our love 
all along. Join us in welcoming 
our newest staff member – Wel-
come to CECC Leslie!! 

Sara Noreña (Support) was 

born and raised 
in Kansas City, 
but her parents 
were originally 
from Mexico City, 
Mexico (Mom) 
and Columbia, 
South America 

(Dad).  Sara was encouraged by 
her mom and teachers to do 
well in school and to never give 
up.  This motivation led Sara to 
attend college to earn her first 
Associates degree.  She just 
completed her second degree in 
Early Childhood Education at 
Penn Valley Community College 
and graduated in December 
2020 with an Associates in 
Applied Science in Early 
Childhood Education and 
Development.  She has worked 
with children since 2013 in many 
different capacities, including 
MOPS, and other church related 
and EC programs.   Sara is 
fluent in Spanish. She is very 
happy to be starting another 
year at CECC. 

Bonita Kubas (Substitute) 
has been 
working at 
Central ECC 
for several 
years and has 
substituted for 
teachers in all 
classrooms 

over the years.  Bonita has 
been a great asset to our 
program and often saves the 
day by coming in last minute 

to sub for teachers when “life 
happens”.  Bonita has grown 
children and often takes care 
of her “granddog”. When she 
is not helping at CECC. Hav-
ing worked in the early child-
hood field for many years, 
Bonita has a wealth of 
songs, fingerplays and 
games she likes to share 
with the children when she is 
in the classroom.   
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Donna Brown (Director) 

Donna has been 

the director at 

Central since 2008. 

Donna has 25+ 

years of 

professional 

experience in the 

early childhood field including 

years as a classroom teacher, an 

education coordinator, an early 

childhood specialist, and a 

program director in a large school 

district. She prefers the more 

intimate, family atmosphere that 

Central offers. Donna has a BA in 

Early Childhood Education and 

Elementary Education from Park 

University. Donna completed 

graduate work in Early Childhood 

Education and administration at 

UMKC. Donna loves spending 

time with her teen-age 

granddaughter, Jadyn, who will be 

a high school Freshman this fall. 

She has two adult children; 

Anthony (father to Jadyn) and 

AmyLee who recently returned to 

KC after living out of state for 

many years.. Donna enjoys 

reading, spending time with friends 

and family., and traveling with her 

husband, David. 

Trina Taft (Assistant Director) 

has been at 

CECC since the 

fall of 2001.  She 

has a B.A. in 

Early Childhood 

and Elementary 

Education and enjoys her role 

as Assistant Director.  She 

previously taught in early 

childhood classrooms for 15+ 

years before working in 

administration.  Trina and her 

husband, Larry are Central 

UMC members and have two 

grown daughters, Emily (29) 

who lives and works in 

Chicago, and Hannah (26) 

who is currently living and 

working in KC.  Trina enjoys 

reading, traveling, and 

spending time with friends and 

family.  She and her husband 

have two cats, Ruby and 

Minnie, and are very excited 

about becoming first time 

grandparents later this fall. 

August Birthdays 

Jerri Taylor*        8/7     Room 203 

Wren Raine         8/9     Room 107 

Katie Mincher       8/11    Room 203 

Stella Hoefer        8/15    Room 203 

Leo Ravkin         8/15    Room 203 

Donna Brown*      8/20    Director 

Jack Weaver        8/25    Room 207 

Aden Arndt         8/30    Room 203 

*CECC Staff 

 

It’s not too late to sign up for Electronic 

Payments  

Visit the CECC website to get an Authorization Form 

to set up monthly electronic payments for your child’s 

tuition.  It is quick and easy and one less thing to 

think about each month!. 


